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Pastoral Letter

As many of you will know we had an unexpected turn of events in June when
Lola and Ruby came to stay for us for a while. They have been with us for over
two months now, and as you can imagine this has turned our lives upside
down. This has been a challenge at times and a delight. | was reflecting on our
situation, and it is very much like taking steps by faith every day.

This reminded me of the recent lectionary reading of Peter walking on water.
The disciples had just had the high of feeding 5,000 people, Jesus wanted some
time alone, so he asked them to go in the boat to the other side. As the boat
was crossing, quite some time later Jesus appeared to them walking on water.
Such is Peter’s faith that he says, “if it’s truly you, tell me to come to you”. He
was basically saying, “I believe in what Jesus can do, so if it’s really Jesus, | will
be okay”. He showed tremendous faith. So, Jesus says “come”, and he steps
out of the boat and starts to walk on water.

Peter is a fisherman. He understands the water, but then when Peter noticed
the wind, he became afraid and started to sink. He cried out to Jesus to save
him. Jesus remarks about Peter’s little faith and asks why he doubted.
Sometimes we too will face such challenges: sometimes we too like Peter can
lose our sense of God and can no longer hold on to his faithfulness. We can
only hope, and try to believe, that God holds on to us — and that the darkest
night will turn to day. We know that Peter becomes the rock on which the
church was built.

The encounter encourages us to be risk takers. | love the book by John Ortberg,
“If you want to walk on water you have to get out of the boat”. As Christians
we have to be risk takers, we have to see where God is leading us and take the
risk. Around the Circuit we do a tremendous job of connecting with the
community and being a presence, | wonder what God is calling you to do next?
| wonder if you are afraid to get out of the boat, where it is nice and safe?
Peter was willing to get out of the boat to walk on water. He struggled and let
his little faith get in the way, but he tried and he learnt from that experience.
Are we prepared to try with the faith we have?

Brett and | have no idea what the future holds, but we know that our situation
is in God’s hands, and we are holding on with all we have.

At the start of this new Connexional year, | want to encourage all of us to
ponder on these questions: Is God calling you to be a risk taker? Is God inviting
you to let go of anything that is holding you back? And what does it look like
for you to hold on to God?

May we all have the courage to be risk-takers for God, to come out of the boat
and be willing to walk on water. Amen.

Rev Karen Beecham, Superintendent Minister
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Circuit Chaplaincy — Answering

’ . Chaplaincy
God’s Call in Everyday Places Earvhisne
Local, congregation-led chaplaincy is one of «for your community

*sent by your Church

the most effective ways to collaborate in God’s ;
*something you can do

mission in the world; local people responding
to local needs over time can change the world! —

Having undertaken the Chaplaincy Everywhere course and been
commissioned last September, our chaplains are all involved with various
activities: hospital and Boys Brigade chaplaincy, local pastors, bereavement
support and the Churches on the Margins circuit project.

We began a monthly bereavement group at Passion in Shepshed on Thursday
mornings. This is a small group of people who have suffered loss and have
been referred to us. There are also two more starting up in the circuit: one in
Sileby, again monthly on Tuesday afternoons, the first session is on 29th
September, and this will be similar to the Shepshed format. Woodhouse
Eaves, however, are adopting a monthly drop-in session on Friday mornings
starting 25th September. This will have a wider outreach into the community
with chaplains Chris and Karen being available.

Chaplaincy Everywhere

The Chaplaincy Everywhere course is designed to be used in a small group of
three to eight people and over seven sessions the group will journey together
— from reflecting on God’s mission, to considering practical ways of serving
their communities. With a mix of discussion, personal reflection, group
exercises and practical tools, the course encourages each person to ask:
Where might God be calling me?

We are hoping to run the course again next year after Easter when things
tend to calm down a little. If you feel God might be prompting you to explore
chaplaincy, why not consider joining us? To find out more, please get in
touch at: chaplains@charnwoodmowbraymethodist.org.uk

With every blessing.
Karen and Chris,

Circuit chaplains


mailto:chaplains@charnwoodmowbraymethodist.org.uk

Circuit Stewards Report

The timing of the deadline for the magazine before the next Circuit Meeting
(on Sept 17th) means that this report is somewhat of a preview for what is
coming up rather than a retrospective look at what has been happening.

The Circuit is currently preparing and working on a plan for the next 12
months when, as you are all aware, Rev Karen Beecham has a 3 month
sabbatical (November to January), as well as the Circuit staffing being one
Presbyter short (as we have not welcomed the hoped for replacement for
Rev Sandra Marshall this September). We are also looking forward to the
future from September 2027 with new and exciting possibilities for mission
within the Circuit.

So, looking at the position for the coming 12 months up to September 2027:
Eleri Bristow, who was (on a temporary contract) providing support for
Karen, has been redeployed as Local Lay Pastor for Barrow Upon Soar
Methodist Church from 1* September through to 31* August 2027. This is in
addition to her permanent role as Local Lay Pastor for Wymeswold
Methodist Church.

We are looking then to recruit two further temporary lay roles within the
Circuit for 10 months from October to provide support for Karen and the
other Ministerial staff and also looking forward to further possibilities in the
Circuit — watch out for details once the roles are advertised soon. At the
same time, we are exploring possibilities for a Mission Enabler post in the
Circuit, and you should already have seen the request for volunteers to join a
working group looking to develop this vision; it’s not too late to volunteer to
help!

We will also be providing support for Karen and her family as she approaches
and enjoys her sabbatical. A sabbatical support group has been formed,
including representatives from each of Karen’s Churches, and the group has
recently met.

Aware that Karen also has a significant responsibility in the line management
of lay employees within the Circuit, we have asked for any lay members who
feel they have the necessary skills and time to be able to help, to offer to
undertake the necessary training to be able to support this important role.
I’'m pleased to say that a couple of people have already expressed interest in
knowing more, but it’s not too late to get involved if you think this is
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something you can offer.

Looking forward to September 2027, we have finalised the stationing profile
for a Presbyter to be resident in Mountsorrel and be the Minister for
Mountsorrel, Barrow Upon Soar, Trinity and Knightthorpe. We will be
finalising our shortlist of possible candidates in October once the details of
available Ministers is published. We are assured by the Northampton
Methodist District and the Methodist Connexional team, that we are one of a
few Circuits who are designated as “priority appointments” and are
therefore guaranteed to get a “match” in the Stationing process. Your
prayers are asked for, as we once again enter a critical stage in the ministry
of Methodism in the area.

It is also clear that the traditional model of individual Church congregations
acting as a body of managing trustees for their church building with the
necessary resources that this consumes, in both the number of meetings
required across the Circuit and the individuals responsible for designated
roles, is becoming increasingly challenging (particularly for smaller
congregations). The Circuit will therefore be continuing a process of
consideration of alternative models of Church Ministry and structure over
the coming months.

Following the retirement of Karen Ette and Mick Thompson from the Circuit
Stewards team, we have only managed to recruit one replacement so far (we
were delighted to welcome Natalie Thompson from Barrow Upon Soar to the
team from 1% September). So, please consider if you are able to offer to take
on this role yourself; further details are available on request.

David Bristow,

Senior Circuit Steward

Circuit Link deadlines

| am intending to continue producing two magazines a year to help us all
keep up to date with what is going on around the circuit, so the next edition
will be out around March 2027. Josephine (Circuit Administrator) emails
round the circuit contacts, but if anyone else wishes to contribute a piece of
interest to a circuit audience, you can email me at trinitylinkl@gmail.com by
mid February.

Peter Thorpe
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2026/27 CIRCUIT APPOINTMENTS

NAME

ROLE

Senior Circuit Steward

David Bristow

Circuit Stewards

Barbara Cresswell, Bryan Harrison, Sue
Palmer, Richard Oliver, Natalie Thompson

Circuit Treasurer

Rachel Thorpe

Circuit Meeting Secretary

Bobby Peach

Circuit Safeguarding Officers

Janet Norburn, Carol Scarborough

Local Preachers Secretary

Richard Oliver

Local Preachers Tutor

Rev Karen Beecham

Quinquennial Inspections

David Bristow

Synod Reps

David Bristow, Jenny Cheung, Les
Longmire, Bryan Harrison, Melvin Hudson,
Janet Norburn, Jenny Oliver, Peter Thorpe

Synod Rep Substitutes

Bobby Peach, Chris Watkins

GDPR Champion

Richard Oliver

Charity Commission Contact

Rachel Thorpe

HR Team

David Bristow, Rachel Thorpe, Natalie
Thompson

Property Team
(Loughborough Manses)

Les Longmire

Plan distributor
(Loughborough area)

Geoff Wainwright

Mission Treasurer

Peter Yates

Action for Children

Bobby Peach
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A map of The Charnwood and Mowbray Circuit:

Charnwood and Mowbray Circuit Website

The Circuit has a website at www.charnwoodmowbraymethodist.org.uk

Each church has a page, and you can access the latest preaching plan.

If you spot anything that is out of date, or have any suggestions for
improvements, please let me know by contacting me at
peterthorpe52@gmail.com

Any churches that would like to be able to edit their own page can contact
me to activate their account.

Peter Thorpe
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Barrow upon Soar

Most of our groups had a break over
July and August but are looking
forward to starting again in
September with exciting new
programmes.

Crochet and Craft, however,
continued to meet on Saturday
afternoons where there is probably more “chat and laughter” than craft
going on but a good time is had by all.

New Horizons also continued and again had an enjoyable cruise on the River
Soar from Loughborough to Normanton with the Peter Le Marchant Trust.

Of course, Minimarket continued with bargains purchased from the varying
stalls and friendships made over coffee and biscuits — the toy stall even went
outside in July as the weather was so nice.

Ladies Circle, Fun@Church, Men’s Supper Group, Sharing Scripture, Bible
Study all commence again in September.

Our premises are used regularly throughout the year by community groups,
Barrow Playgroup, 1% Barrow Guides, Cosmic theatre group, BATS (Barrow
Arts and Theatre Society) Charnwood Saxes and the Karate group plus the
occasional private booking of a child’s party, and help keep our finances
stable. This July we were also able to help out the Bishop Beveridge Club by
hosting their Thursday morning Coffee Mornings, while they were having a
new kitchen installed, for which they were very grateful.

We were disappointed when we heard that we would not be having a new
Minister, but we look to the future confident in the knowledge that God has
a plan for us and we will do our very best to grow his kingdom here in our
village.

If you would like to know anything about any of our groups both church or
community please email barrowmeths@gmail.com or see our website.

Janet Thompson
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Christchurch, Shepshed

Christchurch recently welcomed 22 of
our over 80s congregation members
for a wonderfully uplifting afternoon
tea. Laughter, conversation, and of
course sandwiches and home made
cake filled the room!

Events like this remind us how
important it is to honour those who
have shaped our church community over many decades, and we’re delighted
to continue offering occasions that celebrate their presence among us.

Café Church @ Christchurch

We decided to provide a more
informal service for our regular
church goers but to also invite
some of the people who attend
our weekly Chat and Chomp and
Friday Coffee morning. So, Café
Church with tables and chairs in
church with breakfast from 10.15
and service at 10.45 on the third Sunday of the month is now our new
service. Led by myself, Katy and John with our live worship band, we’ve had a
lovely mix of new and current worshippers. The services are a combination of
song, prayer, activities and reflections on the theme of the service. So far,
we’ve looked at the different names of Jesus, Philippians 3 and the Parable of
the sower. Sharing food and having time to talk with each other before and
after the service is a wonderful way to work on the Methodist Way of Life,
helping new people to come together in fellowship and discipleship and to
learn from each other. If you’d like to attend our Café Church on the 3rd
Sunday of each month, you would be very welcome.

Nicole Jordan, Worship Leader at Christchurch



East Leake

Our church continues to flourish. We welcomed
three new members who have joined us from the
Baptist Church plus 1 other.

Sadly, we have lost one member and several
church friends, not forgetting John Bateman.

We have welcomed Sutton Bonington Methodist Church here to East Leake
and worshipped be at Sutton Bonington on August 23rd.

Our fellowship and 4 square meetings continue, and we are thankful for all
the work undertaken by its members.

Since our last report we have joined with the other churches in the village for
our series of Lent meetings ending with Good Friday at St. Mary’s. Our
afternoon service was well attended, and our services continue at Derbyshire
House.

We met to celebrate the World Day of Prayer at Our Lady’s which was written
by women from Nigeria.

As there is no Carnival this year due to the works in Meadow Park, a Duck
race had been organized on July 19" by ELCT, unfortunately this was
cancelled due to lack of water in the Brook. Our pastor Chris Watkins
continues to support the Youth work at St. Mary’s (Hot chocolate.)

We offer our congratulation to East Leake community care who meet

regularly in our church. They have received the Kings Award for Volunteering
for all their amazing work in the community over the last 53 years. The award
and crystal were presented by Lord Lieutenant of Nottinghamshire Professor
Veronica Pickering here a few weeks ago. Our pastor Chris continues to serve
on their management committee and also visit on Wednesday Tea and Cake.

The Dementia Cafe run by ELCT continues to be very well supported.

We had an open gardens event and a Brownie BBQ before the summer break
where we cooked over 100 sausages.

Bryan Harrison, Senior Steward
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Knightthorpe, Loughborough 4

Knightthorpe has 24 members, and meets in a 100 METHODIST
year old church with modern extensions. We hold a
coffee morning on the first Saturday of the month, a

every Wednesday. Various other groups use our
facilities throughout the week such as Narcotics Anonymous, a community
choir and a youth group for children with special needs.

Harry Tyler, Senior Steward
Memorial Garden

A picturesque and colourful new memorial garden [§§
has been opened by the Mayor of Charnwood, i
Councillor Colin Hamilton, accompanied by
Mayoress Mrs Emma Lowe, in front of
Loughborough's Knightthorpe Methodist Church.

The garden, which includes a Memorial Bench
donated by the family of Angela Mary Hale, who
worshipped at the church until her death in 2015, —
was dedicated and blessed by Rev Martin Swan in front of a large gathering
of church members, representatives and local people.

The opening was combined with an open gardens event, where those
attending were able to view the flower gardens around the church, and the
vegetable plots, created and maintained via a partnership with Incredible
Edible Loughborough. These were recently visited by the Judges of East
Midlands in Bloom.

Entertainment was provided by the Bare Bones
Border Morris Dancers, who performed a varied
programme of traditional dances to a large
audience in the rear garden, and refreshments of
scones cakes and drinks were served, to the
delight of all attending.

Church Secretary and circuit chaplain, Karen Ette, said that the garden had
long been a dream of her late husband, David, and that the church council is
now pleased to be able to consider requests for plaques, in remembrance of
loved ones, from those with a connection to the church.

Mike Jones
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Long Clawson

LONG CLAWSON MEHODIST CHURCH
70TH ANNIVERSARY

Dear Friends,

This year, on the 29th September, we will be | -Q\
marking the 70th anniversary of the opening
of the new Methodist Church, rebuilt after
the devastating fire which destroyed the old
building on 1st /2nd January 1954.

To celebrate this occasion, we will be having
a special service at 10.30am on Sunday, 27th September, to which we would
like to invite you all.

The service will be led by our Minister, Rev. Nina Austin.
We hope you will be able to join us.

Margaret Dorn, Senior Steward

Loughborough Chinese Methodist Church (LCMC)
Special Events of the Chinese Church (September 2025 — August 2026)

Rutland Water Picnic - 20/09/25

On 20th September 2025, we enjoyed a wonderful picnic at Rutland Water,
sharing fellowship, food and time together in God’s creation.

B ——

» ——
The Methedist Church
of Great Britain




Alpha Course Oct-Dec 2025

From October to December 2025, we ran the Alpha Course, offering a
welcoming space for people to explore faith, ask questions and share fellowship.

| || 0l v 2

i3

Covenant Sunday and 14th Anniversary
Celebration

On Covenant Sunday, Rev Karen Beecham led a special service as we also
celebrated the 14th Anniversary of the Chinese Church. It was a joyful and
meaningful occasion, with more than 100 people joining together in worship,
thanksgiving and fellowship.
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Sharing the Good News: Three Evangellstlc Events

MRRXHZ
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2025 iy
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1?11/32 -, >
7:00pm o
19/09/25 Mag Lam, gospel singer  01/03/26 Love & Wheat Gospel Team

from Hong Kong from Swindon

25/04/26 Ivy So, gospel singer from Hong Kong

Combined Elder Fellowship Outing

A BEBUAMETEY aAn BHUABRBERS
WP Lopicrougn Chinese Methodet G CHUROH

A Combined Elderly
Fellowship, together with FEESE Sl
Derby Chinese Church, | ':...,.,... |
took place on 30th May /
2026. This gathering

included a day trip to m _' :

Oxford for more than 60 [ ar

"
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Easter Retreat Camp at Hays Conference Centre

From 31th March to 2nd April 2026, 12 UK Methodist Chinese Churches held
an Easter Retreat Camp. More than 300 participants from various Methodist
Chinese Churches across the UK attended.

Christmas Baptism

On Christmas Day 2025, we joyfully celebrated the baptism of three adults
and three young people.

% KR




Chinese New Year Gathering
On 22nd February 2026, we joyfully celebrated Chinese New Year together,
welcoming more than 100 people to this special gathering.

LYC Family Life Camp 3rd-4th May 2026
(Loughborough Youth Club)

On 3rd—4th May 2026, LYC held a Family Life Camp, providing a meaningful
opportunity for parents and children to learn, worship, share and grow

together in faith and fellowship.
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Melton Mowbray

We have a membership of
almost 70, and our
congregations are always
around 40-50 each Sunday.
We have children in the
congregation and also some

teenagers. We are growing as
a church family with new people having become part of our regular
congregation over the last year.

During the week we have a lively Toddler Group meeting weekly during term
time and a monthly Fellowship Group for adults. We have just started a Cake
and Company afternoon once a month which has been successful in bringing
in people who live on their own or who live in our two local care homes. We
hope to expand this work over the next year.

We have a choir meeting weekly, and we sing in special services, and a house
group meeting regularly for Bible Study. We have a Fellowship Feast group
meeting monthly for adults with Learning Disabilities. The group recently led
worship on a Sunday, and this was well received.

We are a very caring church and have an active Pastoral Committee and a
group of pastoral carers covering our membership and adherents.

This year we have really enjoyed being part of a larger Circuit and welcoming
new preachers to lead worship.

Future plans include a Christingle with the Toddler Group and contacting a
local school to make closer links with them, as well as continuing our links
with the two local care homes.

Jenny Oliver, Local Lay Pastor
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Mountsorrel

Last September one of our church stewards, Geoff
Wainwright, received a Charnwood Community
Heroes Award, in the Super Trooper category, for
being a volunteer car driver for John Storer
Charnwood. He commenced in June 2007 and has
offered nearly full time since then.

In July this year both Geoff & Sue Wainwright were awarded a certificate by
Mountsorrel Parish Council “in appreciation of their contribution to the
community of Mountsorrel for many years”.

Two more of our members have been
nominated for this year’s Charnwood
Community Heroes Awards. Their citations
read:

Mrs. Dorothy Mee — Super Trooper category.

Dorothy has been a member of Mountsorrel
Methodist Church for over 60 years and has held several different offices
during this period. In her younger days she was an officer in both the Girls’
Brigade and the Youth Club and for the last 28 years she has been a Church
Steward. Presently Dorothy is the Senior Church Steward and is also the
secretary for the Wesley History Society. She is foremost where catering is
concerned and is very well-known for her Coffee Sponge Cakes.

It is difficult to imagine church life without Dorothy — she certainly is a

III

“Super Trooper”!
Mrs. Janet Bond — Inspiring Others category.

Janet, together with her late husband, has been an officer in the 21°
Leicester Boys’ Brigade for well over 50 years. Since Barry’s death she has
taken on the role of Senior Company Officer and continues to fulfil the
awards category of “Inspiring Others”. Janet is also a Church Steward and
has been for over 15 years. Catering and Flower Arranging are also part of
her many talents within the village’s Methodist Community.

We send our warmest Birthday Greetings to Dorothy Mee who celebrated
her 90" birthday on September 4™

Geoff Wainwright
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St Bartholomew’s United Church,
Quorn

Many of us were delighted to be present in Leicester
Cathedral on 23rd May for the licensing of our
Heulwen Howells as Associate Minister for St
Bartholomew’s in a service led by the Bishop. A
musician and choir member, Heulwen has been
active across many church activities for many years, including our ‘Open the
Book’ team of storytellers in the primary school. At the same service our
Associate Minister, Dawn Daly, was relicensed for a further period. These
two lay ministers now form the principal ministry leadership in our church.
As a native Welsh speaker Heulwen led the Lord’s prayer in her own
language at the licensing service.

Perhaps long overdue, our new initiative in the area of pastoral care is
gathering momentum with the first group of pastoral visitors being
commissioned at a service in church by the Rev Steve Delaforce at the end of
June. Structured along the lines of traditional Methodist pastoral work we
hope this project will be fully rolled out within the year.

After many years of watching our choir steadily ageing we have welcomed
the recruitment of a few new adult members of late, and are especially
pleased with the formation of a small junior choir, known as ‘Children’s
Voices’, who feature once a month at the family service with their own
renditions as they gain confidence.

Finally, on two consecutive Sundays in July we celebrated the return of two
former junior members of the church (in their early teens at the time of our
1976 merger). First we heard Prof Julian Allwood speaking about the
combination of faith and science in seeking a path to a safer climate. The
following Sunday Canon Jenny Tomlinson, former choir member and now
Archdeacon of Birmingham, led our worship. Jenny is one of the ten
members of St Bart’s ordained over the past 50 years or so and one of the
first women.

Mike Bird
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Sileby

The regular stuff:

Tuesday: Joy of Music continues to run
every Tuesday from 10:30-12:30 where
you can listen, play, and learn to play
music.

In August they played for a good crowd at

Sileby library’s summer BBQ. There was
double reason to play that day, as Rob celebrated his 25t birthday.

Thursday: Liz and Rob continue to run the Coffee morning from 10am-
12noon. The kitchen has had an upgrade over the summer, and now—fingers
crossed—has a working freezer and fixed dishwasher allowing for more
catering events.

Loughborough Wellbeing hub continues to run every Thursday afternoon
from 1-3pm. Free to attend (18+ only). Come along to play board games,
practice arts and crafts, mindfulness, quizzes and to meet new people.

Sunday: We worship at 10:30am. ! b Y

The 4th Sunday of each month, 7-9pm,
Rob runs Café live, an open mic event.
The last one had original songs of heart
break as well as classics the crowd sang
along to, like Van Morrison, Brown eyed
girl. You don’t need to play —I don’t—you
can just sit, listen, chat and consume
pasties with soft drinks.

The irregular stuff

On 28th March we had a packed chapel for Liz's concert on behalf of the
Alzheimer's Society supporting her Yorkshire Trek26. Charnwood concert
training band delivered an amazing musical performance that sounded great
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in our 160-year old church.

Back in May we had a “spring clean”
day. John re-painted some of the
window alcoves, Betty labelled the
cupboards in the kitchen and made the
tea, Rob decluttered, and Colin nagged
Rob to part ways with a briefcase

gathering dust in a cupboard since
2013.

We built a kid’s area in the chapel furnished with a play mat, Swedish tables,
a Swedish low-cupboard for storing our children’s books, toys and
instruments.

It's now covered in pencil sharpening’s, bits of biscuit and toys not put away
thanks to my son, who loves it.

And now, having just googled the age of our church, it struck me that May
12th next year will mark 160 years since the start of worship in our building,
originally Sileby’s Primitive Methodist Chapel.

Colin Lakin, Sileby Treasurer




Trinity, Loughborough

In the early part of the Methodist year Trinity
completed its building scheme. Once the main
work finished in October there was a lot of
smaller jobs to do and a property day in early
November did much to get things finalised. A
large number of the Chinese Church and also
some members of Proclaim Church that meets at
Trinity joined us for the property day. This was a huge benefit and
demonstrates some of the closer links we are developing. We now have a
new small meeting room with its own tea bar and accessible toilet. This has
been very well used since it was opened. Playgroup can now be
accommodated without blocking the main entrance, freeing up the building
when Playgroup are in session. Also, we have a new prayer room available as
you enter the building.

The next step is for us to try to recruit a community worker whose aim will
be to build closer links with our various outside user groups and also help us
set up new activities we can do in the building. These of course, will also
need our own members to support them. We have had two applicants for
the post who have been called for interview in late September.

During the last year one of the biggest events we held was hosting a Christian
Aid afternoon tea run by the Loughborough Christian Aid Group. This was a
wonderful event with music being played, fine food and a convivial
atmosphere such that everyone who came enjoyed themselves and raised
about £2,000 for Christian Aid. For information next year the group will be
organising an auction of promises.

Our Anniversary weekend was highlighted by Rev Helen Cameron returning
to the district for the first time since stepping down as President of the
Methodist Conference. We also filled the weekend with an open garden
(though indoors due to poor weather!), an evening barbecue and quiz and a
faith lunch after the service.

As mentioned earlier our links with the Chinese Church continue to grow. We
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held a couple of joint services followed by lunch. These always generate a
good atmosphere and when the singing includes times when both English
and Cantonese is being sung it really shows that despite two different
cultures, we are both worshipping the one God. We also now have
attendance from the Chinese church at our finance and property meetings so
decisions about the property can take the needs of both churches into
account.

Looking forward we will be holding our Harvest weekend on the last
weekend in September. Colin Lamb will lead the service. On the Saturday
evening we will be hosting a fish and chip supper followed by a Beetle Drive.
Anyone can come but menu choices must be with Andy Thorpe
(andythorpe01509@gmail.com) by 21st September for placing the bulk
order.

Andy Thorpe,
Senior Steward

Twelfth Church ot R T e B
www.facebook.com/TwelfthChurch | T : Our online
= = gl community church
Since March 2020 the Loughborough P g meets every
. . . . : ey Sunday at 10.45
Methodist Circuit has put out a service e on the 12th

Church Facebook

each Sunday morning onto Facebook, e

comprising a mixture of livestreams and
prerecorded services.

CCUI Licence No: 139200 Streaming Licence 99345

In the past year, we have continued to broadcast services on the Twelfth
Church Facebook page under the Charnwood and Mowbray Circuit banner,
and Melton Methodist Church have continued to record their services and
place them on their YouTube page each Sunday afternoon.

Over the past year, the services on the 12th Church page have primarily
been livestreams from Trinity, along with a few live and recorded services
from other Circuit Churches.

Services are available to stream live, or can be watched back later for up to
30 days.

Peter Thorpe
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Upper Wreake

The Upper Wreake Methodist Church has two
church buildings, one in Frisby-on-the- ‘
Wreake and the other in the adjacent village
of Hoby. They are overseen by one Church
Council. Our minister is Rev Nina Austin, and
we have a Local Lay Pastor, Mrs Janet
Norburn. Both act as points of contact.

Our worshipping congregation is typical of
most villages today although our outreach
into the community is far greater:

On the first Monday of the month, “Sacred Space” is held in our Hoby
Centre. This is a time of prayer, meditation, music and readings. It is open to
anyone who wishes to find a peaceful place to be.

On the Second Thursday of the month, we host a Hot Potato lunch in our
Frisby Centre where Jacket Potatoes and salads are the fayre of the day. We
do not charge for this but do accept contributions of food or cash donations.
Any monies raised are used for our mission work in the community or given
to a charity if we have had a guest speaker.

Tea and Cakes is held on the third Thursday of the month in the Frisby
Centre. All cakes are homemade and are served alongside tea, coffee or
squash. This event is much appreciated with the cakes often providing
people with treats for the week! A nominal charge is made for the fayre
consumed or taken home.

Each Friday morning during term time, “Little Butterflies” is held in our Frisby
Centre when children from 0-4 years and their carers meet together from
the surrounding community. A small charge is made. The group is run by our
Local Lay Pastor along with volunteers from the community. During the
Summer holiday we hold activity mornings for the whole family, again
usually on a Friday morning. We also celebrate Easter and Christmas with
seasonal, family activity mornings.

We are a friendly, welcoming and prayerful church and work ecumenically
with our friends from the Local Parish Churches within the Upper Wreake.
If you would like to know more about the Upper Wreake and its activities,
please contact our Local Lay Pastor.

Janet Norburn, Local Lay Pastor
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Woodhouse Eaves

Greetings across the circuit from Woodhouse
Eaves.

During August, Messy Church has taken a holiday
along with our weekly Play and Praise Parent
Toddler group. We look forward to September
when we come back refreshed and renewed. The
final session of Messy Church in July was a picnic in the park opposite church
which was great fun especially as the play area has recently been extended,
with the zip wire and trampolines being particularly popular. The weather
was very hot but thankfully there are lots of shady trees to shelter under.

Play & Praise is Thursday mornings term time at 9.15-10.45am.
Messy Church is the 2nd Sunday of the month at 4pm.

We now have 3 teenage volunteers at Messy Church and are looking for
ways to encourage them on their faith journey as well as considering
opportunities we can offer to parents and other family members who bring
them along. Person power to develop opportunities is as ever the challenge
we face.

In October, the Circuit Chaplains along with support from the Stewards, are
starting a bereavement support group in the village based in our church. It
will take place on the 2nd Friday of the month at 10-11.30am. There will be
an initial drop in session for those interested in finding out more, on Friday
25th September with the first session on Friday 9th October. The format will
be drop in café style.

The group is for all adults of faith or no faith and from anywhere across the
circuit villages and communities. Look out for posters and publicity nearer
the time.
Our premises are well used by community groups. We host Baby Ballet, a
weekly choir, the local history group, National Trust, Beacon Players (our
local drama group), as well as occasional bookings for events and parties.
We continue to work ecumenically with the Baptist Church and St Leonard’s
Swithland with a regular seasonal bible study which is hosted in turn by the
churches. The Autumn Bible study of 7 weeks starts on September 22nd at
10.15 for 10.30am at St Leonard’s Swithland studying 1 Peter and the course
by Dave Edwins, Good Reasons for Hope.
Gill Thompson, Steward
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Wymeswold

Since the last magazine we have been !
busy in Wymeswold. We have
continued with our Activity Afternoons ?
in the School Holidays, welcoming a e
small group of local youngsters into
the chapel to participate in themed
craft activities and games.

In the Autumn last year, we embarked

on a project to make some Advent Banners, to adorn 4
windows in Chapel during the Advent season. All the
different groups who make up our church family took
part and we even involved the village school when
they came in to explore ‘Experience Christmas’ with i
us. We will be dusting them off again for Advent 2026. s

We hosted a Light Party on 31st October outside the
Chapel under a Gazebo and gave out goody bags to
around 80 families. We are planning to do this again.

The Parish Council planted a Christmas Tree on the
village green outside our building as part of their
sustainability agenda and organised a community
carol singing evening to mark the occasion. Due to the
inclement weather, we were pleased to host the
event in the Chapel after the Christmas tree lights had
been switched on. Everyone who came said how much
they had enjoyed the atmosphere and the singing.

From February to May a small group met fortnightly

to explore the Bible Society’s ‘Bible Course’. For some this was a first
experience of engaging in a study group and everyone found it really
interesting and helpful. We’d strongly recommend the course if you’re
looking for ideas for study. We’re now planning to engage with the new
Methodist Course called ‘On the Way’ in the autumn.

Warm Welcome continues every Tuesday afternoon for all ages to meet and
chat over hot drinks and home-made cakes & biscuits. MiniFish, which offers
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craft activities and games on the theme of a Bible story, has relaunched twice
a month for preschoolers and parents/carers, and takes place alongside
Warm Welcome. It is lovely to see the children who attend growing in
confidence and interacting with the older folk.

Some of you may have seen or heard about our collaboration with
Wymeswold Parish Council and the village Flood Wardens. We have provided
the use of a small lean-to building which had been declared as "needing
repair or removal" on our last Quinquennial report. A grant was received
from Charnwood Borough Council for the Parish Council to repair the
building and thus provide a place for the Flood Wardens to store various
items of flood defence equipment essential to their role. This project has
even featured in one of the Northampton Methodist District’s regular ‘One
Voice’ podcasts!

In June we took seriously the challenge to be
more overt about our willingness to be an
inclusive community and celebrated Pride
Month. With the help of the children at the
village school, and the loan of bunting from
Loughborough University, the Chapel was
colourfully adorned with lots of rainbows. Our
regular events through the month, including
the monthly Saturday coffee morning and
Sunday Worship, took on the theme of ‘Love is
Love’ and we hosted a reflective prayer
evening.

And finally, we have been holding various fund raising events to help us
replenish our funds following the installation of a new stairlift. We held a
Spring Fayre at the beginning of May, hosted a very enjoyable concert by
Concorde at the end of May, and in July had a Garden Party at the home of
Senior Steward, Margaret Folwell.

We will be holding an Art & Craft weekend on Saturday 24th and Sunday
25th October. We look forward to seeing some of you over that weekend.
More details will be sent out nearer the time.

Margaret Folwell, Senior Steward
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Discrimination
and Abuse
Response

Service

Are you experiencing any harm,
discrimination or abuse?

Contact us now for support.

020 7467 5131
dars@methodistchurch.org.uk

We will respond in confidence
within 3 working days.

By reporting any discrimination, abuse
or harm you experience in church, you will help us
to make the Methodist Church a safer place.

This is NOT an emergency helpline, so if there is
any immediate danger to yourself or others
please contact the emergency services.

= Justice,
® $ Dignityane
.0 Solidarity
v e
v

The Methodist Church




